
  

The Dell Primary School 
All in 3 

weeks… 
 

It’s been a shorter month than usual with a very wet and dull half 
term interrupting our colourful, exciting spring term of learning! 
We’ve had two themed weeks involving increased input on    
mental health and Welsh and we’ve seen a number of trips where 
children have worked with secondary school students in         
Chepstow and Monmouth. There’s been lots of professional  
learning for the grown ups and a chance to get our teeth into the 
final version of the new Curriculum 2022 which we’re very excited 
about! 
Steve King, Headteacher 
 

Keeping Children Safe 
Thank you to the group of around 40 parents and carers who 
attended our safeguarding training for volunteers which we need 
to refresh every two years. We are able to offer such a wide range 
of opportunities and trips to our children and that’s only possible 
thanks to the support we get from parent volunteers. 
 

Reading and Writing 
Thanks to Reception parents and carers who came to one of our 
Read Write Inc workshops this month. We hope you got an insight 
into our daily strategies for teaching children phonics which sees 
them achieving excellent outcomes throughout the school. 
 

Snow 
In recent times we’ve often seen snow as late as March and April 
but thankfully we’ve not seen snowfall in term time this winter so 
far. Each year we like to remind all parents and explain to new  
parents about our snow policy here at The Dell. We always start by 
saying that we will do everything we can to keep the school open 
and functioning as close to normal when the weather is against us. 
We are very aware of the impact of closing the school on parents 
and the community so we never take this decision lightly and, 
when we do, it is always a decision in conjunction with the chair of 
the governing body and guided by the information available to us. 
Our guiding principles for decision making are: 
1 - Is the site safe / can it be made safe enough to open? 
2 - Do staff assess that they will be able to travel safely from their 
home to the school? 
 3 - Are more snow or icy conditions likely later in the day? 
If the school or parts of it have to close we will announce our  
decision at 7am on our twitter feed, website and text service. 
Our policy and further information is on our website at 
www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/snow 
 

Estyn Visit 
At the start of February we welcomed an inspector from Estyn (the 
inspectorate of education and training in Wales), who visited for a 
day to undertake a pilot Engagement Visit. From September 2020, 
Estyn will suspend their routine school inspections for 12 months 
in order to allow schools to focus on making progress on preparing 
for the implementation of Curriculum 2022. However every school 
in Wales will have a one day Engagement Visit from an inspector 
who will look at how each school is working towards this new   
curriculum which becomes statutory in 21/2 years time. The visit 
will have no report or judgement and will help inform Estyn and 

the Welsh Government how well the preparations for the new 
curriculum are going in schools across Wales. 
Similarly our recent visit was a great opportunity for senior leaders 
and children to share and explain what we have already done to 
evolve our curriculum and meet the needs of our pupils and what 
our next steps will be.  
 

BBC Countryfile 
We were really disappointed that two days before filming was due 
to start, producers on the BBC Countryfile show decided not to 
include our orchard planting and Dell Farm in their programme 
about the Gwent Levels. In 2012 Mr King set the staff a challenge 
to get the school featured on national TV. We’ve been on a      
number of BBC Wales & ITV Wales News reports providing input 
on teachers’ pay, governance and outdoor learning and we were 
featured on BBC Radio Wales’ National Music Day. We’ll get there! 
 

Gwent Whole School Approach to Wellbeing Project 
We were delighted this week to welcome a team of psychologists, 
educational psychologists & a film crew to interview some of our 
pupils, parents & staff about wellbeing in our school as part of a 
new training film for the Aneurin Bevan University Health Board. 
High levels of wellbeing are an outcome of what we do and how 
we do it. It’s not a fad, bandwagon or policy; rather it’s about a 
culture that understands that without wellbeing, children and  
humans in general will never flourish and reach their true          
potential. It’s about feeling known, liked and cared about and   
having experiences each day that are enjoyable, interesting,   
memorable and make sense. It takes a team of people who       
understand this and its fundamental place in learning & human 
growth. That’s our school approach. 
 

Coronavirus 
You will have received my letter earlier this week with an update 
on national guidance for people returning from affected areas. As a 
school we do not issue advice, we simply act on and pass on    
guidance provided to us by Public Health Wales and / or Welsh 
Government. However often this advice does not provide clear 
answers to parents’ individual questions or scenarios and we’ll do 
what we can to respond as quickly as we can to such queries     
relating to whether their child should attend school. Public Health 
Wales update their advice each day at 3pm - their website is 
www.phw.nhs.wales 
 

Calendar 
2 Mar - Girls' Rugby Day, Cwmbran Stadium 
2 Mar - FP & KS2 Eisteddfod (school event) 
4 Mar - Fairtrade Team to event in Raglan 
4 Mar - Year 3/4 Netball Trials (interhouse) 
5 Mar - World Book Day at The Dell  
5 Mar - National Test  / Assessment Meeting for parents - 4pm 
6 Mar- 'Go Ride' training - Year 5 
9 Mar - Sport Relief Week 
9 Mar - Ministerial Visit (Mrs Kirsty Williams AM, Welsh Gov) 
11 Mar - Y 5/6 Spring Rugby Tournament, Newport Sports Village 
11 Mar - Y5/6 Netball Trials (interhouse) 
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13 Mar - PTA Spring Discos (FP 6-7pm, KS2 7.15-8.30pm) 
16 Mar - Delancey Chess competition (in house) 
16 Mar - Dell Young Carers Day 
20 Mar - Class Photos 
20 Mar - PTA Mothers' Day Gifts 
20 Mar - 'Go Ride' training - Year 5 
23 Mar - Expressive Arts Week 
23 Mar - All clubs end this week 

Staff Professional Learning 
In February, Mrs Murphy visited schools in Bordeaux, France to look at international best practice in language     
teaching & learning. This area is one which we are developing in school as we grow our Languages and Literacy      
provision and move towards national aspirations for children to become ‘plurilingual’ and aware of a range of        
languages. This activity is funded through the Erasmus+ programme and not the school. This month has seen further 

school-to-school working between leaders at the Dell, New Inn Primary in Pontypool (Torfaen) and Cross Ash Primary near           
Abergavenny (Monmouthshire). This has involved all three schools’ leaders of Welsh, maths & science as well as our Foundation Phase 
& Key Stage 2 leaders. Mrs Adams, Mrs Davies, Miss Lewis, Mrs Pullan & Mr Nicholas have all found these visits, funded through the 
Education Achievement Services, to be really insightful and beneficial to their leadership here at The Dell. 
Last term we introduced weekly professional learning time each Monday afternoon during a whole school assembly. This 30 minute 
focused activity has been a great way to allow all teachers and teaching assistants to work together in different teams to look at       
pedagogical principles, leadership and action planning in their areas of learning and experience as well as getting their teeth into the 
new Curriculum 2022 which we are making good progress towards. 
We’ve welcomed the Headteacher and deputy Headteacher from Markham Primary School in Caerphilly to look at our leadership,   
systems & processes after our leadership team visited their school last term. In addition, Miss Cosens attended a ‘Reading for life’         
workshop looking at  
reading in cross curricular 
authentic contexts this 
month. 

Our School - A Learning Organisation for All  

24 Mar - Governing Body Meeting 6pm 
25 Mar - School Race for Life event 
25 Mar - Monmouthshire X Country Final, Chepstow Racecourse 
26 Mar - Year 4 visit to Chepstow Castle 
26 Mar - Sharing Afternoon - 2-3pm **CHANGE OF DATE** 
27 Mar - Year 6 Forest School 
27 Mar - Y5/6 Netball Tournament - Caldicot Leisure Centre 
30 Mar-2 Apr - Book Fair 3.30-4.15pm 
30-31 Mar - Reception Growth & Vision Screening 

Year 6 creating Welsh art in the style of Pete Fowler 

Our Year 5 Playmakers do a great job each 
day leading play with younger children 

More 2020-21 
dates online 
CLICK HERE 

https://twitter.com/search?src=typd&q=thedellschool%23enterprisingcreativecontributors&f=live
https://twitter.com/search?src=typd&q=thedellschool%23healthyconfidentindividuals&f=live
https://twitter.com/search?q=thedellschool%23ethicalinformedcitizens&f=live
https://twitter.com/search?src=typd&q=thedellschool%23ambitiouscapablelearners&f=live
http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/calendar


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 mindfulness can take place anywhere...not just in the classroom! 

It was lovely to welcome mental health professionals from Aneurin 
Bevan University Health Board and help them make their film 

Download these Mindfulness Challenges Cards from the 
'Wellbeing' page of our website …https://33ea889f-47f1-

https://t.co/bWtXmBvHD9?amp=1


 

Year 1 enjoyed taking part in the RSPB Schools Watch 

Year 5 ‘Go Ride’ training. Starting off on the 
playground...progressing to local roads soon! 

HUGE thanks to one of our grandparents who kindly built this      
fabulous outdoor play kitchen for our Foundation Phase pupils 

Year 5 calculating the mean, mode & median of sets of data 

Year 4 have been drafting persuasive texts...and of course that 
doesn't mean  they have to be doing it sat at a desk indoors! Science & Technology learning in action on the Key Stage 2 yard. 

What do everyday electrical items look like inside? 

Some of our Outdoor Learning 

this month… (CLICK HERE for more) 

https://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/outdoorlearning


 

Year 2 filmed local weather reports on location 
next to the Wye Bridge in Chepstow 

Our new International Languages team enjoyed a ‘languages through 
STEM’ day at Monmouth Comprehensive School  

PC Finnister worked with Year 6 classes on staying safe online and 
cyberbullying as part of the Gwent Police Core Programme 

Our Dell Farmers planted our school orchard made up of pear 
and apple species thanks to @ourlivinglevels &  Mrs O’Donnell 

Travelling around our amazing planet...from the comfort 
of our school hall - Inside the Explorerdome! 

Reception & Year 1 spend  some fantastic time inside the Explorer-
done learning about our amazing world. How exciting is that! 



 

Week 4 of Headteacher’s Working Lunch with Year 6 pupils. Lunch, a 
chat about our school then scanning a code & completing a survey 

Reception children loved visiting Wilko and making 
choices about how to spend their money 

Reception classes have been practising their Chinese dragon dances 

Year 5 have been studying 
primary evidence from the 

19th Century 

Year 5 have been looking at the art of @petefowlerart while listening 
to The Super Furry Animals. Welsh expressive arts in action! 

Year 5 have  been exploring thoughts & feelings 
about characters in this term’s core text 

Our STEM team have been working with students from Chepstow 
School to design a robot to rid our oceans of plastic 

http://www.twitter.com/petefowlerart


 

England     Sat 7th Mar
  

Wales         4.45pm 

Dell Dragons came first in our cluster swimming gala 

Strictly Come Reception...practising a Welsh 
folk dance called  Migldi Magldi  

Years 3 & 4 loved the cricket taster sessions  with the 
Monmouthshire Sports Development Team 

Dell Dragons at the Monmouthshire Football Finals in Caldicot. 
Some great football & even better sportsmanship 



 


