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*  *  *    SENT VIA EMAIL 9th JULY 2020   * * * 

9th July 2020 

Good evening Current and New Parents & Carers, 

By now you may have seen in the media the Welsh Government's expectation that all schools in Wales will reopen in 
September for all pupils. This was unexpected but one of five possible scenarios that headteachers had been looking at 
over the past few weeks. If you saw the Education Minster's announcement, you will also be aware that the reopening 
will be phased, attendance will be compulsory and that guidance will be issued to schools next week. All schools have a 
unique set of factors and considerations; there's never a 'one size fits all' solution. 

High-level government announcements of intent always need more detailed guidance in order to be implemented and 
there's often a lag before the availability of the latter. While we now have a rough idea of what we'd like to do at the start 
of September, as schools we must wait until we have received and digested the more detailed guidance from the Welsh 
Government and considered local (Monmouthshire) guidance. I have a meeting with other Monmouthshire headteachers 
and the Chief Officer for Education on Monday morning and another on Tuesday morning.  

I really welcome this announcement and I know that all staff are very keen to see all the children back in school and back 
to learning. From a safety point of view, having read the scientific guidance this afternoon, I am also comfortable with the 
reasoning behind the decision and I am confident that we will be able to reopen the school safely and with minimal risk.  

I am sure many of you will have questions about all sorts of aspects of this decision from concerns over safety, shielding, 
group size, arrival and departure times etc. I cannot answer most of those questions right now but I hope the information 
that I receive and pass on to you in the coming days will go some way to do that. 

I am writing to let you know that we will endeavour to open as soon as we can to as many pupils as we can in September 
though I do not expect to be able to welcome all year groups back in the first week of September. I know that as parents 
you want to understand as soon as possible what our plans are as will your employers so please be assured that once I 
am confident that I can share our intentions and arrangements with you I will do so immediately and I hope this will be in 
the earlier part of next week. 

I will try to manage the communication stream and not overburden you with information and updates but as it was back 
in March and ahead of last week's reopening, there will be a few more emails than usual. 

All best wishes, take care, stay safe and enjoy your evening, 

  

Steve King 
Headteacher 

http://www.eco-schoolswales.org/setlangE.asp?d=1
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