
   

 

 

The Dell Primary School 

 

All in a 
month... 

January... 

There’s never a quiet month at The Dell and January       
certainly started the new year as busy and frenetically as 
2017 ended. So far this year we’ve seen a number of 
changes to our Key Stage 2 curriculum, teaching and     
classrooms. We’ve further raised the place and profile of 
‘Pupil Voice,’ we’ve introduced a brand new one-night   
residential trip in Year 5 and a number of our pupil        
leadership teams have led assemblies and a parents’   
meeting. We’re also in the middle of eSafety Week. I hope 
you enjoy catching up with our busy, vibrant month! 

Steve King, Headteacher. 
 

Learning Environment & Curriculum Improvements 
This term we’ve looked carefully at our curriculum in Key Stage 2 
and we’ve updated some of our topics and themes. We’ve         
improved how we commence and conclude these topics with the 
children and introduced group and focused activities each         
afternoon, similar to teaching & learning in the Foundation Phase. 
We’ve painted Year 5 & 6 classrooms and we’ve scraped together 
money to replace the tables & chairs in Year 6. We hope to replace 
the aging carpets in these classrooms at half term too. We’re also 
standardising classroom displays across the school to ensure a  
consistent look, feel & standard in each room and teachers in Years 
Reception, 2 & 6 are leading & modelling this with other classes 
following by Easter.  
 

Pupil Voice 
We’ve always created opportunities to listen to the children and 
get their views on what we do and how well we do it. This takes 
the form of asking what themes within a topic they would like to 
focus on & how they feel they need to improve. If we shape    
learning around their interests & needs, they’re much more likely 
to fully engage throughout & learning will be meaningful. This term 
we’re further extending this aspect to home learning where      
children have created activities for others to research & carry out 
at home to support their learning in school. These have been 
graded and children can earn house points according to which & 
how many tasks they choose to complete. Details are on our Home 
Learning Blog at www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk 
 

Year 5 Residential Trip 
Week 2 of term saw Year 5 heading to the Urdd Centre in Cardiff 
Bay for a brand new residential trip which focused on Welsh     
culture, democracy & citizenship. It was also the launch of our  
Pupil Leadership Camp (pt.1) programme which looked at leaders 
and their qualities. Part 2 will follow on the Year 6 Gilwern         
residential trip in September & will focus on teamwork & coaching. 
The children had a great time visiting The Senedd, backstage at the 
Millennium Centre and took a boat trip across the Bay.  
 

Staff Professional Learning 
This month, eight teachers underwent training with the University 
of South Wales for mentoring & supporting student teachers and 
we will be seeing an increase in the number of students coming 
into our school. This is about supporting the future of the          
profession as well as the many benefits from new ideas and up 
skilling our staff as coaches & mentors. Also this month Mrs Cass 
has attended Level 2 Safeguarding training which means that there 
are now four school staff qualified to this level which exceeds   
requirements but means we have extra capacity and awareness of 
this important aspect of our work. 
 

Attendance 
Great news for Monmouthshire, which was the best performing LA 
in Wales in 2016-17 for primary school attendance in 2017 at 
95.6%. Our target at The Dell for the year was 96.8% which we 
achieved. Thanks for ensuring your child attends school each day 
and has the best chance of learning. You always receive your 
child’s attendance level on their Annual Progress Report but you 
can ask at any time in the office or your child’s teacher.  
 

IT Funding 
In 2015 Monmouthshire County Council asked us to bid for a pot of 
money which was allocated to us as part of local housing           
developments. There were some unexpected hold ups but we’re 
pleased to announce that MCC’s cabinet recently agreed to release 
£5333 for The Dell to invest in Digital Competency Framework 
(DCF) resources. We’ll use this to work with colleagues at 
Thornwell & Shirenewton primaries to buy coding & programming 
resources which we’ll share and build some projects around. These 
resources will plug the gap in our DCF delivery and we wouldn't 
have been able to fund them in any other way. 
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In More Depth This Month... ‘Progress’ 
In Wales, schools are required to report & publish pupil performance data at the end of Foundation Phase  (end of Year 2) and Key Stage 
2 (end of Year 6). This shows how well pupils attain against national ‘Level Descriptors’ in the Foundation Phase /  National  Curriculum. 
Foundation Phase Outcome 5 (FPO5) is the ‘National Expectation’ at the end of Year 2 and ‘Level 4’ is the ‘National Expectation’ for   
pupils at the end of Year 6. We aim for all pupils to achieve these expectations and for as many as possible to exceed them. In          
Foundation Phase the highest outcome is FPO6. In Key Stage 2 many of our pupils achieve Level 5 and this year we’re working w ith    
colleagues at Chepstow School to try to increase the number of pupils who can be awarded Level 6 (‘Expected Level +2).  
In a school like ours though, where many pupils join us in Reception with average or above levels of attainment & ability, we want to  
focus not just on final outcomes but the progress trajectory from Baseline (the assessment level on entry to school). To that end we use 
the Baseline assessments, undertaken in the first three weeks of Reception, to set a  minimum expected outcome at the end of Year 2 
and we monitor this and update it each half term on the way to that point. Similarly teachers use each pupil’s end of    Foundation Phase 
attainment to set a minimum expected level in each subject at the end of Key Stage 2. Our Foundation Phase & Key Stage 2 Leaders 
meet with teachers each term to monitor each child’s progress and to ensure that, if a child stops making progress, something  is done 
about it & intervention or support is planned. These meetings also look at the effectiveness of any intervention in place. 

http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk


Safeguarding 
A reminder that the school must work towards a position where all 
parent helpers on trips have undertaken ‘level 1’ safeguarding 
training. We’ll be providing a 30 minute session open to all parents 
who would like to help on trips on 13th February at 6pm in the 
school hall. No booking necessary, just turn up. 
 

Parents’ Forum 
We know that IT use can cause issues at home and we want to 
support parents with eSafety and IT use. But want to be clear that 
we don't have all the answers! All parents are very welcome to 
attend our forum meetings on 27 Feb (6pm) & 24 May (2pm) to 
share concerns, strategies, establish a benchmark and create some 
guidance for our wider school community. We hope that’s helpful. 
 

Pupil Leaders 
This month our pupil teams have been busy. As well as regular 
School Council, Eco Team & Healthy School meetings, our Digital 
Leaders have planned eSafety Week and led assemblies as well as 
a parents’ meeting and our Criw Cymraeg has presented an       
assembly on their work this term towards Cymraeg Campus. The 
Eco team are very excited to be launching a campaign to reduce 
plastic waste entering ours seas and countryside. 
 

Erasmus+ 
This month Mrs Xerri led work on applications for staff to visit 
schools around Europe, funded through the British Council’s    
Erasmus+ programme. We hope to be able to send teachers to 
look at excellent practice in Maths, cooperative learning, outdoor 
learning, French and wellbeing in Poland, Finland, Spain, Denmark 
& France. 
 

PTA 
Thanks to our fantastic PTA for their new year newsletter which 
parents received this month. In these days of profound funding 
shortfalls, they are such a key support for school improvement. If 
you are able to help & support them, their next meeting will be on 
Wed 7th February at 8pm at The Two Rivers. All parents are very 
welcome www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/pta 
 

Chepstow Foodbank 
Thanks to Chepstow Food Bank for getting in touch following last 
term's Harvest Sale donation. Did you know that in 2017 Chepstow 
Foodbank fed 799 people in the town of whom 245 were children?  
 

More Chess Success 
It's been a busy month of chess for The Dell. Last Saturday, at the 
Welsh Girls’ Championships, Gabby Watkins emerged as joint   
winner of the under 11s and Nia Rathkey came joint third in the 
under 10s. Both girls were in action again on Sunday, forming part 
of the team that included Oliver Sapsford, Osian Jessop, Alex Ball 
and Miles Peckham. They played in the South West finals of the 
ECF Under 11 Open coming second. Many thanks to the Welsh 
Chess Union for funding the entry fee for the forthcoming ECF  
Under 11 Open semi-finals for pupils at The Dell!  
 

Parking 
Later this week I will be meeting with Jeff Cuthbert, Police & Crime 
Commissioner for Gwent who has asked me to talk him through 
the issues around parking on the streets close to the school.      
Obviously, as I will remind him, the school has no jurisdiction or 
responsibility for how parents park on the highway and I will     
explain too the school’s clear procedures for keeping children and 
site users safe. I’ll take the opportunity here though to remind  
parents to park responsibly & considerately in adjacent streets to 
avoid receiving a ticket from Chepstow police who I know are keen 
to monitor this issue. 

Calendar 
30 Jan - Netball Tournament, Chepstow Leisure Centre 

2 Feb - 'Wear Red For Wales' / Velindre Day 

2 Feb - East Wales Tumble & Vault Championships 

6 Feb - Y2 watching 'Beauty & The Beast' - St. John's on The Hill 

6 Feb - Parent & Teacher Progress Meetings - 3.30-6.30pm 

7 Feb - Parent & Teacher Progress Meetings - 3.30-6.30pm 

8 Feb - KS2 watching 'Beowulf' by Young Vic Theatre, Drill Hall 

9 Feb - Monmouthshire Football Finals 

9 Feb - Year 6 to Techniquest 

12 Feb - Welsh Week 

12 Feb - Y6 watching 'A Night at the West End' - Chepstow School 

13 Feb - Netball Tournament, Chepstow Leisure Centre 

13 Feb - Level 1 Safeguarding Training for Parent Helpers - 6pm  

16 Feb - INSET Day 

19-23 Feb - HALF TERM 

26 Feb - Monmouthshire Netball Tournament, Abergavenny  

27 Feb - Parents' Forum IT Meeting - School Hall - 6pm  

1 Mar - Eisteddfod Day 

5 Mar - Delancey UK Land Chess Challenge - in school 

6 Mar - Year 6 to STEAM Museum, Swindon 

7 Mar - Year 6 Wildlife Wizards Quiz, Chepstow School (Round 1) 

7 Mar - Year 5/6 Netball Competition 

7 Mar - National Tests Meeting for Parents - 5pm 

8 Mar - Year 4 to Jodrell Bank Observatory & Discovery Centre 

9 Mar - PTA Mothers' Day Gift Sale 

13-14 Mar - Reception Growth & Vision Screening 

13 Mar - Year 5 Playmakers' Workshop - Chepstow Town FC 

13 Mar - Year 3 visit to Roman Museum, Caerleon 

15 Mar - Techniquest 'Sensational Science' shows , all classes 

19 Mar - 'Sport Relief Week' 

19 Mar - ALL CLUB END THIS WEEK 

21 Mar - Year 1 Assembly - 2.45pm 

22 Mar - Cluster Music Concert (Details TBC) 

23 Mar - Class Photos - CHANGED FROM 15TH MAR 

23 Mar - PTA Disco 

23 Mar - End of Term Progress Reports Sent Home 

27 Mar - Children's Commissioner's Conference - Ambassadors 

29 Mar - Last Day of Term 

EASTER HOLIDAY 

16 Apr - School Reopens for Summer Term 

23 Apr - ALL CLUBS START THIS WEEK 

2 May - National Reading Test (Years 2-6) 

3 May - National Numeracy (Procedural) - (Years 2-6) 

4 May - National Numeracy (Reasoning) - (Years 2-6) 

4 May - Zoolab visiting Reception classes 

21 May - Year 6 Transition Visits to Chepstow School Begin 

23 May - Year 4 Assembly - 2.45pm 

24 May - Parents' Forum IT Meeting - Learning Zone - 2pm  

28 May-1 Jun - HALF TERM 

6 Jun - Year 3 Assembly - 2.45pm 

12 Jun - September 2018 New Reception Parents' Meeting - 6pm 

12 Jun - Reception visiting Magor Marsh 

13 Jun - Sports Day (FP - 9.30am start, KS2 - 1.15pm start) 

/thedellschool       

More Dates 
Online 

CLICK HERE 

http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/pta
https://www.facebook.com/thedellschool
https://www.facebook.com/thedellschool
https://www.facebook.com/thedellschool
http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/calendar


 

@thedellschool       ‘...all about learning’ 

Year 5 exploring the dressing rooms at the Millennium Centre 

Year 1 walking through an orbit pattern of planets in our solar system 

Enthralled faces during  Year 5’s ‘Changing States’ science workshop! 

Our Criw Cymraeg 
presented an 

assembly on their 
work this term 

Amazing running by 31 children at the Monmouthshire 
Cross Country Finals at Caldicot Castle 

More photos of the desks at 
Yankho School that we funded 

through our YES 1 Million project. 

Leadership Camp - Pt.1 during Year 5’s Cardiff residential trip 

The reality of technology 
use for our 120 Y5 & 6 

pupils! 

Year 5 met Monmouthshire 
Assembly Member Nick    

Ramsay in the public gallery of 
The Senedd in Cardiff Bay 

http://www.twitter.com/thedellschool
http://www.twitter.com/thedellschool


   

www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk 
There’s loads more info on our website 

New Directions football tournament in Cardiff, sporting 
new kits sponsored by Monmouthshire Building Society 

PC Finnister   pre-
sented hard hitting 
eSafety sessions to 
each class in Years 

5 & 6 

Reception watched a 
video message from   
Professor E Quator 

Year 2 have been programming devices to navigate a map 

Year 1 making music at Techniquest 

Our choir of 48 at last week’s Young Voices concert with 6000 others in Birmingham! 

Visit our new website pages on our 6 Areas of Learning & Experience at 
www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk 

Our mindfulness taster sessions are proving 
popular & effective in Key Stage 2 

http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/school-clubs

