
  

The Dell Primary School 

 

More dates 
online 

CLICK HERE 

All in a 
month… 

 

November has seen Health & Wellbeing Week, the first 
themed week we’re planning around the new curriculum in 
Wales. We’ve undergone our National Categorisation which 
we’ll share in January 2019 and we’ve seen pupil and     
staff learning both in school, in the community and Italy. 
Plus we went back to the 80s for our very own Children in 
Need bring & buy sale! 
Steve King, Headteacher 

 

Our Fantastic PTA! 
This week we’ve learned that our PTA have brought in 
another £2000 as we came 2nd in the latest Tesco Bags 
of Help scheme at their Chepstow stores. Thank you so 

much if you dropped a blue counter into our box, we’ll use the 
funds for much needed equipment & resources for the children (& 
tell you about it here when they arrive!) Thank you also to the PTA 
for running a fundraising stall at the recent Chepstow Community 
Firework Display at the Leisure Centre. 
 

Curriculum Reform in Wales 
In 2015 the Welsh Government commissioned a review of         
education across Wales. In 2016 the review was published & all 
recommendations were adopted. A new draft curriculum will be        
distributed to schools in April 2019, the final version will be issued 
in January 2020 & it will become statutory in September 2022.  The 
reason for these long timescales is that this new curriculum is   
being developed by schools (not ‘education experts’) and is really 
very different to all previous curriculum reforms. Many schools are 
already adapting their teaching & learning around the emerging 
themes and at The Dell we’re ahead of the game in many ways. 
We’ve adapted our teaching & learning styles, we’ve further     
prioritised ‘pupil voice’ and involvement in their learning & running 
the school and we’ve moved to new termly themes still based on 
existing ‘core texts’ which children currently learn much of their 
literacy, personal & social skills from. 
Assemblies - As a result, we’re moving on from Year Group        
Assemblies and you’ll see we’ve removed all forthcoming           
assemblies from the calendar. Your child’s teacher will contact you 
ahead of new sharing events for each year group that might      
feature a performance or other event, perhaps involving the    
wider community and more closely linked to their learning theme. 
Home Learning - You’ll know that we moved on from our Home 
Learning Blog to a ‘Home Learning Menu’ of activities earlier this 
year. We’ve been bowled over by the increase in interest and   
participation by the children who have a choice of what learning to 
continue &  develop at home. CLICK HERE to see a great example 
of pupil-led learning is this short video from Henry in Year 1. You 
can see your child’s Home Learning Menu for this term on our 
website by  CLICKING HERE. 
Find Out More - We’ll be inviting parents in to find out more about 
the curriculum changes in Wales at 5pm on Monday 14th January. 
 

School Dinners 
Monmouthshire Catering's school dinner menu for winter 2018 is 
out now on our website   CLICK HERE 

Send us Your Stamps 
Our Eco Team are collecting used stamps to help the RSPB support 
albatross conservation. CLICK HERE for more details. 
 

Brave The Shave! 
Tomorrow (Dec 1st) Aidan, one of our very caring & dedicated  
pupils in Year 6 is going to 'Brave The Shave’ for Macmillan Cancer 
Care. CLICK HERE to find out more. 
 

Newport Rugby Caps 
Congratulations to Will Truckel, Aidan Bridel & Theo McKerrow 
who have all been selected for the Newport School u11 Rugby 
team!  
 

Reception Applications for September 2019 
REMINDER: If you or someone you know is looking for a Reception 
place for your/their child in September 2019, applications are now 
open. Closing date is 14th January 2019. More details & to apply 
online CLICK HERE.  
 

Young Carers Award 
We're thrilled to announce that The Dell is the first school in   
Monmouthshire to achieve the initial level award in the ‘Young 
Carers in Schools’ programme run by The Carers Trust. Well done 
to Mrs Cass our outstanding Pastoral Support & Family Leader & 
the whole school team.  
 

Local Parking 
Gwent Police have asked us to communicate to all parents that any 
vehicle parked unlawfully or in contravention of the highway code 
on roads surrounding the school will receive a ticket.  
 

Calendar 
4 Dec - Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert, St. Mary's Church - 2pm 
5 Dec - Reception Christmas Concert - 9.30am 
5 Dec - Year 1 Christmas Concert - 2.30pm 
5 Dec - Year 5/6 Rugby Tournament 
6 Dec - Year 1 Christmas Concert - 9.30am 
6 Dec - Reception Christmas Concert - 2.30pm 
6 Dec - Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert, St. Mary's Church - 6pm 
10 Dec - ALL CLUBS FINISH THIS WEEK 
11 Dec - Whole School Trip to Pantomime, Riverfront, Newport 
12 Dec - Year 2 Christmas Concert - 2.30pm 
13 Dec - Year 2 Christmas Concert - 9.30am 
14 Dec - Sharing Afternoon 2-3pm 
14 Dec - PTA Christmas Fayre 3.30-5pm 
17 Dec - Year 2 Singing Club performing at Castle Court Care Home 
17 Dec - Major Fox visiting Year 6 
17 Dec - PTA Elf Hunt in Conservation Area 
19 Dec - Winning House Reward! 
20 Dec - Class Christmas Parties (pm) 
21 Dec - Christingle Assemblies (school event) 
21 Dec - Last Day of Autumn Term 
2019 

7 Jan - INSET DAY 
8th Jan - First Day of Spring Term 
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http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/calendar
https://youtu.be/B3Hq8OKelNE
http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/homelearningmenu
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/30e400_7ed2caf135cd4abda400ff9cff114b0a.pdf
https://t.co/yDWViXq7c8
https://t.co/WSuIm1dM9N
https://t.co/aDHakAF62S
http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/pta


Our chess team of 24 took part in the 
Cardiff City Stadium tournament 

Remembering the 1918 Armistice. Every pupil contributed 

Being a child at The Dell sometimes means laying on the ground just 
enjoying the pouring rain in our wonderful Conservation Area! 

Children learning about water & the water cycle with Welsh Water 

3SL were intrigued to link up live with 
pupils in a Y3 classroom in Italy 

Thanks to St. Arvans & Mathern community councils & Chepstow Male 
Voice Choir for kindly co-funding a defibrillator for the school! 



 

Year 6 have been programme ‘Sphero’ balls 
and making them travel around the school! 

Congratulations to 
our winners in   

Chepstow School’s 
Remembrance 

Stones competition 

Year 3 have been using our green screen 
studio to record their learning in oracy 

Our Digital Leaders have been preparing to teach our KS2 classes how 
to programme Lego Boost. CLICK HERE to watch a cool video! 

Author David Solomon came in to talk to 
Key Stage 2 about his latest Dr Who book! 

Year 3 enjoyed a poetry workshop 
with a local published poet 

Dai The Dragon’s been to New Zealand, Belarus & 
Italy this month - CLICK HERE to see the photos 

Year 4 learned about sustainability & recycling at 
the One Planet Centre in Abergavenny 

https://twitter.com/thedellschool/status/1063107347063734277
https://daithedragon.wordpress.com


  

www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk 
There’s loads more info on our website 

Follow us 
@thedellschool 

 
Or just CLICK HERE 

Thank you so much for helping us raise 
£858.25 for BBC Children in Need 2018! 

Our School Council did a great job organising 
& running our CiN Bring & Buy Sale! 

Another fantastic performance, this time 
by Year 4 in their Year Group Assembly 

Our inter-house football tournament  - Melyn 2 - Gwyrdd 0. 
Great sportsmanship shown by all.  

Year 2 & 5 loved meeting the 
team from Chepstow Fire Station 

Have you got any old (grown out of) football boots that we can 
use to increase participation for our sports clubs & activities? 

Health & Wellbeing Week, led by 
our Healthy School Team was a 

huge success with a wide range of 
physical & other activities 

http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk
http://www.twitter.com/thedellschool

