
  

The Dell Primary School 
All in 15 

days! 

This month we’ve changed the colour of our newsletter to 
celebrate the fact that our Eco Team led our work to 
achieve the Platinum Eco School Award! We got a new 
Green Flag and a lovely new plaque for the foyer. Seven 
years on from the first Green Flag, this is a great milestone 
in our work for and commitment to helping children        
understand about sustainability and living responsibly...and 
there’s lots more to come in 2020 on that front! It’s been a 
shorter month but it’s been absolutely packed with learning 
and experiences both in school and in the local community. 
Steve King, Headteacher 
 

PTA Disco 
Thanks to all our movers & groovers at this month’s PTA discos 
which raised £574 for the school. Thanks to our fantastic PTA for 
running the evening & leadership team member Mr Nicholas for 
overseeing proceedings.  
 

Pantomime 
A massive THANK YOU to all our parent helpers who made this 
year’s pantomime trip possible; it’s always a Christmas highlight! 
Thanks too to Miss Strong & Mrs Gibbon who led the logistical side 
of getting 450 people safely to a 10am performance despite awful 
traffic & poor weather. It's also worth mentioning that as part of 
this year's pantomime trip arrangements, we gave pupils an apple 
not a fruit bag (thus using 420 less plastic bags) and they took their 
own water bottles (thus using 420 less cartons)...'every little helps' 
as they say. Thanks to Tesco for donating the apples! 
 

Estyn 
In February, Monmouthshire County Council’s Education            
Directorate will be visited by Estyn, the inspectorate of education 
and training in Wales. Estyn would like to ask parents, carers,    
employees and learners how well Monmouthshire education    
services ensure young people receive the education they're       
entitled to? Let them know your views and experiences by visiting 
https://estyn.gov.wales/inspection-survey-monmouthshire   
 

Date Changes 
Just to highlight that at the end of Easter and Summer Terms, 
we’ve changed the dates of Sharing Afternoons. They will now take 
place on a Thursday afternoon for ALL classes and not a Friday. 
This is to avoid clashes for classes who swim on a Friday afternoon. 
We’re keen not to cancel swimming sessions and it means we can 
still continue with our wonderfully exciting Friday Celebration   
Assemblies too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 
 

6 Jan - INSET DAY 
7 Jan - School reopens for Spring Term 
13 Jan - School clubs start this week 
13 Jan - Llandudno Class visiting Renishaw STEM workshop 
15 Jan - Epic Martial Arts - Year 2 
16-17 Jan - Year 5 Residential Trip to Urdd Centre, Cardiff Bay 
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Merry Christmas! 
Thank you for another year of your trust and support. We 

simply couldn't provide the opportunities and experiences we 
do for the children without our partnership with you. Nadolig 
Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda from everyone at The Dell. 

https://t.co/wXAs5ElGeN?amp=1


20 Jan - Language & Literacy Week 
20 Jan - Wye Valley Music Performance - KS2 
20 Jan - .b Mindfulness Course for parents & carers. 5-6.30pm  
27 Jan - Cluster Climate Change Week 
21 Jan - Young Voices - Genting Arena, Birmingham 
22 Jan - Epic Martial Arts - Y3 
24 Jan - Dell Dragons taking part in Undy Rugby Festival 
27 Jan - Rhyl Class visiting Renishaw STEM workshop 
29 Jan - Epic Martial Arts - Y5 
3 Fem - Delancey Chess Competition (in house) 
4 Feb - Parent/Teacher Consultations - 3.30-6pm 
5 Feb - Parent/Teacher Consultations - 3.30-6pm 
7 Feb - Monmouthshire Football Finals 
17-21 Feb - HALF TERM 
24 Feb - Welsh Week 
28 Feb - Eisteddfod Judging 
Feb/April - PTA Quiz & Chips Night 
2 Mar - FP & KS2 Eisteddfod (school event) 
5 Mar - Personalised Assessment Meeting for parents - 4pm 
13 Mar - PTA Spring Discos (FP 6-7pm, KS2 7.15-8.30pm) 
16 Mar - Delancey Chess competition (in house) 
20 Mar - Class Photos 
20 Mar - PTA Mothers' Day Gifts 
23 Mar - Expressive Arts Week 
23 Mar - All clubs end this week 
26 Mar - Year 4 visit to Chepstow Castle 
26 Mar - Sharing Afternoon - 2-3pm **CHANGE OF DATE** 
30 Mar-2 Apr - Book Fair 3.30-4.15pm 
1 Apr - Winning House Award 
3 Apr - Last day of Spring Term 
EASTER HOLIDAY 
20 Apr - INSET Day 
21 Apr - School reopens for Summer Term 
27 Apr - School clubs start this week 
27 Apr - Parents' Survey Opens 
27 Apr - 'Go Ride' - Year 5 Cycling training 
28 Apr-5 May - National Test Window 
28 Apr - Y2-6 National Reasoning Test 
1 May - Parents' Survey Closes Today 
7 May - The Dell University Day 
8 May - VE Day Bank Holiday 
11 May - Maths & Numeracy Week 
11 May - Pupil Survey Opens 
25-29 May - HALF TERM 
9 Jun - New Reception (2020) Parents Evening - 6pm 
16 Jun - Sports Day 
17 Jun - Year 5 'Go Ride' Inter-school Cycling 
22 Jun - Humanities Week 
23 Jun - Reserve Sports Day 
27 Jun - PTA Summer Fayre 
30 Jun - Cluster Sports Day - @The Dell 
30Jun-1 Jul - Year 6, Wyedean Transition Days 
20 Jun - Year 5 Gilwern Parents' Meeting - 5.30pm 

More 2019/20 
Dates online 
CLICK HERE 

Staff Professional Learning 
December has seen the second month of weekly professional Learning sessions for all staff during a new assembly. 
Teachers and teaching assistants work together in groups to look at aspects of the new Curriculum 2022 as well as 
researching pedagogical principles and actions in their development plans. The sessions are focused and tight but 
they do ensure that, along with opportunities for all staff to visit other schools, all the team get the opportunity for 

professional enquiry and research. At the start of December, Mr King presented about our Excellence, Equity & Wellbeing work at The 
Dell to over 400 regional and national education leaders as part of the Welsh Government’s National Conference at the new ICC in 
Newport - it was great to put the school on the map and share our good practice with professionals from across the region. 

Our School - A Learning Organisation for All  
1 Jul - Summer Production - 6pm 
2 Jul - Summer Production - 6pm 
6 Jul - All clubs end this week 
7 Jul - Moving Up Morning 
6-10 Jul - Chepstow School Transition Week 
9 Jul - Sharing Afternoon 2-3pm **CHANGE OF DATE** 
10 Jul - PTA Disco (FP 6-7pm, KS2 7.15-8.30pm) 
14 Jul - Drop-in session for Parents 3.30-5pm 
15 Jul - Winning House Reward 
16 Jul - Year 6 Leavers' Assembly - 9.30am 
16 Jul - Year 6 Leavers' Picnic (pm) 
17 Jul - Official last day of Summer Term 
20 Jul - INSET Day 
SUMMER HOLIDAY 
1 Sep - INSET DAY 
2 Sep - School reopens for Autumn Term 
14 Sep - All clubs start this week 
21-25 Sep - Year 6 Gilwern Residential Trip 

www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk 
There’s loads more info on our website 

CLICK HERE 
to download 

your copy 

http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/calendar
http://www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk
https://bit.ly/2S3w2hi
https://bit.ly/2S3w2hi


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mindfulness at The Dell 
 

What is Mindfulness? 
At its most basic level, mindfulness 
helps train your attention to be more 
aware of what is actually happening, 
rather than worrying about 
what has happened or might happen. 
We learn to bring greater curiosity to 
whatever it is we experience. Jon 
Kabat-Zinn, the founding father of 
secular mindfulness, described this skill as ‘being alive and   
knowing it’.  
 

What is .b? 
‘.b’ stands for ‘stop’ and ‘be’, capturing an important life-skill: 
being able to step back from the busy-ness of habitual activity 
and the relentless chatter of the mind. This offers greater space 
and clarity to make choices that support well-being in many 
ways.  
 

What does it involve? 
Mindfulness trains us to direct our attention to whatever is     
happening in the present moment: our breathing, other physical 
sensations, thoughts, emotions, or even everyday activities like 
walking and eating. This awareness means we can respond more 
skilfully to whatever the present-moment throws at us.  
 

Learn More - We’re Offering Training for Parents 
In January we're running the .b Foundations Mindfulness course 
for parents and carers. It runs over eight weeks & further        
develops the mindfulness knowledge & skills that school staff use 
with children aged 7-11.  
 

Audience: Parents & Carers  

Start Date: Mon 20th January 2020  

Duration: 8 Weeks 

Where: The Dell Primary School 

Time: 5-6.30pm 

Price: £25 

Trainer: The training will be provided by Mrs Cass who is a 
certified .b trainer and qualified to provide training to 
teachers, support staff and parents 

Contact: debbie.cass@dell.schoolsedu.org.uk  

Part of the .b mindfulness taught 
programme across Key Stage 2 



 

Congratulations to Sam Inson whose design won Rev. Lea’s parish Christmas card com-
petition. Rev. Lea & St. Mary’s Church have printed 4000 to send to the people of 

Criw Cymraeg lit up the final two targets of the Cymraeg Campus Bronze 

...oh no we didn’t! Christmas dinner...served by teachers and teaching assistants 

We loved watching former Dell pupil Laura Meaton perform as      
Cinderella on our very exciting pantomime trip to Newport 

Thank you to the hundreds of parents & friends who came to our Key 
Stage 2 concerts in the  950 year old St. Mary’s Church 

Year 1’s concert was fun and loud and a lovely start to Christmas 

Year 2’s ‘I’m Gonna Shine’ Christmas concert was a 
lovely mix of performance, humour and singing! 

Reception’s first school nativity was a wonderfully 
colourful and confident performance 



 

CLICK HERE to watch a busy day in 
our school hall this month 

Year 4 received a reply 
from the Prime Minister! 

Thank you for 
helping us raise 
£160.44 for this 

year’s Poppy 
Appeal 

Year 6 performed for Severn View 
Care Home residents. CLICK HERE 

to listen & watch 

Year 4 sang and performed for local residents at the Palmer 
Community Centre’s ‘Dementia Friendly Café’ afternoon 

Year 5 performed for 
residents  at St. Anne’s 

Mr King presenting about wellbeing at The Dell during the 
Welsh Government national conference in Newport 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1205166809684545539
https://twitter.com/i/status/1205228309472264194


 

Follow us 
@thedellschool 

 
Or just CLICK HERE 

Two of our Year 5 boys sold cakes to raise 
£63 towards a new roof on their cub hut! 

Our School Council visited the Scrap Store in Bristol to get 
new improvised play equipment for Key Stage 2 at breaktime 

...which was very popular 

Our Criw Cymraeg lit up our final two targets 
for our Campus Cymraeg programme, then... 

CLICK HERE to read the full article 
in Chepstow Matters magazine 

Congratulations to our Criw Cymraeg for leading 
us to our Bronze Campus Cymraeg Award! 

Our Year 4 party candidates for the Dell-ection hustings.  

http://www.twitter.com/thedellschool
https://mattersmagazines.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Chepstow-matters-Dec-19-web.pdf


 

Dai the Dragon in Machu Picchu, Peru. 
CLICK HERE to follow his global travels   

Year 6 making their Christmas Fayre 
products in the conservation area 

Year 1 during their end of 
learning theme ‘landing event’ 

Thank you for helping us send nearly 200 gift 
boxes to children in Eastern Europe 

Year 6 stalls at our busy, 
vibrant PTA Christmas Fayre 

...lots of stalls, lots of games, 
lots of fun! 

https://daithedragon.wordpress.com/south-central-america/


 

Thanks you to Mrs Beecham who talked to 
Year 6 about her memories of wartime Wales 

So much to see at Reception’s end of 
learning theme ‘landing afternoon’ 

Year 2 learned about safety & control 
in their ‘Scoot to School’ sessions 

Year 6 welcomed parents & friends to 
their end of learning theme tea dance 

Congratulations Sam in Year 6 who designed St Mary’s Parish 
Christmas card...being delivered to 4000 homes around the town 

Congratulations Ty Coch, autumn term house point winners who 
enjoyed a wildlife afternoon with bugs and critters and snakes! 


