
 

Parents' Forum – Thursday 14th April 2016 – 6-7.15pm 
 

The forum looked at the school’s current work on further developing and evolving the school curriculum 
offered to pupils and headteacher asked parents ‘What do you as a parent want for your child from their 
primary school?’ 
 
Here are the responses from the panel members: 
 

Experiences that 
build confidence 
and encourage 
them to learn 

for themselves 

Outdoor 
experiences 

Outdoor 
pursuits & 

awareness of 
the great 
outdoors 

A safe 
environment to 

grow as a 
learner & 

person 

Good standards 
of literacy & 
numeracy 

Extra curricular 
clubs & 

opportunities 

Being  part of 
the school 
‘family’ 

Child-led 
learning 

experiences. 
Learning things 
they care about 

Social 
relationships 

Wide range of 
learning 

experiences 

Good general 
grounding for 

life 

To be IT literate 
and  safe when 

using 
technology 

online 

High levels of 
well-being & 

happiness 

Chances to be 
creative 

(sport, arts etc) 

Business & 
enterprise 
awareness 

Experiential and 
fun based 
approach 

Self confidence 

An environment 
& ethos where 

children feel 
safe to fail & 

express 
opinions. A say 

in  decision 
making 

Develop skills to 
learn how world 

works & 
interacts 

Being able to 
use technology 
effectively to 

get (& do) what 
they need 

Fun for life 
(love of 

learning) 

Sense of 
belonging,  

friendship & 
ownership 

Positive 
approach to life 

Good academic 
provision with 

appropriate 
support in areas 
where children 

struggle 

Great social, 
interactive 

&social 
communication 

skills 

Social 
relationships, 
well-being & 

cultural 
diversity 

Valuing of 
non-academic 
talents & skills 

Understand 
their place in 

the world 

Good 
understanding 
of community 

(near & far) 

Social & 
emotion 

development 
and sense of 
citizenship & 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Headteacher discussed the work that Year 1 staff have been involved in based on ’50 things to do before 
you’re 11 ¾’ from the National Trust. Panel members were asked, after discussions about the school’s 
definition of the ‘curriculum’ for a list of physical activities and experiences that they felt every child should 
have before they leave Year 6. We discussed the fact that, we weren’t looking to address of ensure every 
experience but to look at what we could facilitate and to provide a list which would be part of the school’s 
overall ‘offer’. Here are the responses from the panel: 

 

• Plant, grow, cook & eat their own food 
• Be a part of a team (in whatever way they 

choose) 
• Experience success 
• Share responsibility 
• Climb a tree 
• Go on a residential trip 
• Go to the seaside & make a sandcastle 
• Rock pooling 
• See a live show 
• Listen to am inspirational speaker 
• Make a den or tree house 
• Sleepover away from parents with friends 
• Wake up on a  farm 
• Cook a meal for your family 
• Try a creative skill you've never tried before 
• Go to a theatre 
• Enter a race 
• Row a boat 
• Surf 
• Drive a car 
• Experience the dawn chorus 
• Listen to an expert describing the night sky 
• Sit in a fire engine / police car / ambulance 
• Be the leader in an activity with other pupils 
• Be in a newspaper story or report 
• Walk across the Severn Bridge 
• Face your fears & see how it feels to 

overcome them 

• Learn to ride a bike competently 
• Ride a horse 
• Help out at a charity 
• Go on a boat 
• Perform in a school show or drama 

production 
• Visit a forest & study plants & animals 
• Buddy up with a pupil with a disability 
• Go on a residential trip 
• Go camping in the great outdoors 
• Plan and run a fundraising event 
• Learn to cook 
• Grow, pick then cook fruit or vegetable 
• Make something using DIY skills 
• Run wild in the countryside  
• Swim on open water 
• Feel amazing when your achievement is 

shared 
• Look after an animal 
• Get really dirty & muddy 
• Make a fire 
• Help someone in the community (individual 

or group) 
• Rock climbing 
• Go to a sporting event 
• Go on a train 
• Canoe down the River Wye 
• Do something scary 
•  

 

In the final agenda item, headteacher distributed a copy of the school’s risk assessment for the school car park 
and parking related issues. This was in part to show that the school has been duly diligent in enacting control 
measures to minimise risks to pupils, staff and site users and also to ask for any further suggestions for site 
and car park management. Suggestions included: 
 

 Revisiting ‘walking bus’ project 

 Issuing larger, hi visibility access passes for authorised vehicles which needed to be displayed 

 Continue to reinforce the basic messages about routines and ‘rules’ 

 Keep promoting alternative car parks 

 Canvassing parents for offers of support as volunteers to ‘man’ the gate at busy times 
 

Panel members felt the school’s message had been very clear and obvious and very reasonable. There was 
agreement that the school has done all it could to address issues and minimise risks. Clearly lots of frustration 
and awareness of issues from panel members present.  
One parent offered support for costs involved in producing bigger, high visibility signs. 
 
 


